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PREFACE.

.

The adition of the work ix ‘based on two palm-leal-
manuscripts. They ave written in Maloyalam characbers and
arc about three or four centuries old, marked in the footnotes
as & and @ The manuscript % belongs to the Library of Mana-
likkara Matham near Padimanabhapuram in South Travancore,
and is full of errors, The other mayuscript @ which is com-
paratively free from errors was obtained from Mr. Nilakanthan
Chakyfir of Manganam near Kottayani. Both the mannseripts
contain neither the benedictory verse at the heginning nor the
“ Bharatavikya”, on the closing verse, at the end, while the
manuseript % has the colophon “ safuet =nggsm” at the end,

Tt has already been observed in the introduction of Svapna-
viisavadatty, that the play Chéradatta forms the wucleus of the
famops Mrichchhakatikn of Sidraka,  As regards the plot, the
first Acts of the two plays differ very little except that Vasanta-
send is pursued by two persons in the Charudatta, while she is
puriued in the Mrichchhakatika by three persons, namely Vita,
Cheta and Sakara. In the second Act of the Charndatta are not
found the characters, Mathura, Dyttakara and Darduraka
of the Mrichchhakatika, and the Shampooer leaves Vasantasend
to tuen a  Larirrdd” but not a * Sdkya Sramanaka” as in
Mrichehhakatika, In the thivd Act, the plot is the same in
both ‘the plays. In the fourth, when Vasantasens has over.
heard the conversation between Madanikda and  Sajjalaka,
Vidfishake steps in to carry out his mission: and Sajjalaka

-appears before Vasantasenf only after Viddshaka is gone,

mnlike in Mrichchhakatika.

It may be noted that no reference to the story of Aryaka
and Palaka is found anywhere in Charudatta, The ideas tersely
¢xpressed in Chrudatta ave expanded ut’greater length by




ii
Stdraka,  For inglance the Charndatta containg only the three

following  verses  having meaningless repetitions and  wrong
allusions of  Rakdrn :—

“fh an@ arnd gl vrEed
qigraaiz o wterfdr g &/ )
F0 TR o ogE ¥ TS
FIEASHIRE Ao weHa@ny ||

B ATgRY ETEA gtgR A SR a1 |
o§ gf IR Iqed grAEe MaRaEaw 0

“ ugy & aw, Refradar 39y g R@izey |
MR weafy Fafy ard wewws axsfis arn

Similarly, the deseription of the mansion of Vasantasens
by Vidtshaka is couched iu the following words in the Chiru.

datta;—
“(wfarea)

fages: — (s90 Rrr) oy afvenaress aRedermr |
WEINEIFANRIE AACE g TER | GRTART of AER-
worriftr | Ao AR | GIOSRT SAEERCIARIT Sajer
s'"msfﬁa ' ¥’
While Stidraka has dragged on the above deseription, to
tedious length in Mrichchhakatika,

As vegards the textual differences in the plays it is found
that some of the verses occuring in Chirndatta are copied as
such in Mrichchhakatika, some ave adapted with a little varig-
tion, a few are omitted and o good many verses are also newly
added by Stdraka, ©

In the prose passages of Mrichchhakatika similar additions
and alterations are observable throughout the four Acts.
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